
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an independent research-based project. It counts as half 
an A-level and can be taken as an enrichment course in Year 12 (exam board OCR). You can choose 
to base your project on anything; from fashion and beauty to quantum mechanics, any topic is a 
possible Extended Project. It can be related to your studies, your career aspirations or your hobbies 
and general interests; the main thing is that it should be a topic that really interests you. After 
planning and researching your topic, you produce either an extended essay or what is called an 
artefact. The artefact can be anything; a performance, a piece of creative writing, a piece of art, an 
experiment, an event, a presentation, a website, a short book, a short film etc., the possibilities are 
endless. 

The EPQ is highly valued by universities as it teaches students project planning, research skills, 
transferable skills, independence and critical analysis and evaluation. If you are interested in taking 
the EPQ, you should start thinking about and making notes on possible topics, you should read up on 
them by searching online for relevant articles, books, podcasts and videos. Keep a record of what 
you have read or watched and make notes on anything interesting. Think about what interests and 
skills you might like to develop by completing the project and what sort of artefact you might enjoy 
completing. 

We’ve included some pictures of past EPQs to give you an idea of the work students have produced. 

 



     

 

 


